Quantitative and qualitative changes in intestinal goblet cells during primary infection of Trichostrongylus colubriformis high and low responder guinea pigs.
Small intestine goblet cell numbers and the composition of their mucus were compared in guinea pigs with genetically determined differences in responsiveness to Trichostrongylus colubriformis infection. Prior to infection, no differences between high responder and low responder animals were detected. However, following primary infection with T. colubriformis, pronounced goblet cell hyperplasia developed and the proportion of sulphomucin in these cells increased. Both changes developed significantly earlier in high responder animals.